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Zebrafish in Development, Organogenesis and Disease
February 20-24, 2012
Organizer: Alyson MacInnes, Hubrecht Institute for Developmental Biology and Stem Cell Research, Utrecht

Venue: Hubrecht Institute, Uppsalalaan 8, 3584 CT Utrecht
Course content:
The zebrafish has emerged as a powerful genetic model to study development, organ formation, and the mutations that drive human disease.  This course will focus on five specific areas of current zebrafish research, angiogenesis and bone development, the role of microRNAs in embryogenesis, heart development, and use of the zebrafish as a model for kidney disease and cancer.  Prominent guest lecturers from each field will speak on each topic following a morning introduction from given by the host, with time for open discussions with the guest speakers afterward.  

Program
Monday Feb 20 - Host: Rene Ketting. Guest Speaker: Holger Dill, University of Würzburg, Würzburg, Germany. Title: “Intronic miR-26b inhibits expression of its host gene ctdsp2 - How ultra-short miRNA feedback loops regulate cell differentiation”.

Tuesday Feb 21 – Host: Stefan Schulte-Merker. Guest Speaker: Mieke Dewerchin, Centre for Molecular and Vascular Biology, Leuven, Belgium. Title: “Concepts of blood and lymphatic vascular development: studies in zebrafish”.

Wednesday Feb 22 – Host: Rachel Giles. Guest Speaker: John Sayer Newcastle University, Newcastle, UK. Title: "Kidney Disease Ciliopathy Models in Zebrafish".

Thursday Feb 23 – Host: Jeroen Bakkers. Guest Speaker: Nadia Mercadier Huber, Centro Nacional de Investigaciones Cardiovasculares, Madrid, Spain. Title: “Cardiac Regeneration in Zebrafish”.

Friday Feb 24 – Host: Alyson MacInnes. Guest Speaker: Elizabeth Patton, Edinburgh Cancer Research Centre, Edinburgh, UK. Title: “Chemical and Genetic Control of Melanocyte and Melanoma Development”.
Schedule: The host’s talk will begin each morning at 10.30 and run until approximately 12.00 (including a question/answer session). The guest speaker will begin every afternoon at 14.00 and run until no later than 16.00 (also including a question/answer session). 
Assignment: There will be a writing assignment for all the masters students in the course that will be due the following week. The details of this assignment will be explained during the course.
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